CONCERNS OF POLICE SURVIVORS (COPS), INC.

Overview.  Concerns of Police Survivors (COPS) is a nationwide peer support network for law enforcement survivors.

COPS consists of law enforcement survivors who are able to assist recent survivors coping with grief.  Survivors are not only the immediate family members but friends and co-workers as well.  The death of an officer can have a devastating effect on an entire department and community.  COPS provides training and guidance to law enforcement agencies in order to better prepare them before, during, and after a line of duty death.

National COPS coordinates nationwide programs for the spouses, children, parents, and co-workers of law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty.  COPS conducts survivor seminars at its National Conference in Alexandria, VA, which is held in conjunction with observance of National Law Enforcement Week.  May 15th of each year is National Law Enforcement Memorial Day and along with the Fraternal Order of Police Auxiliary, COPS holds a candlelight vigil at the National Law Enforcement Memorial at Judiciary Square in Washington, D.C., and coordinates the National Law Enforcement Memorial Ceremony at the Nation’s Capital.

COPS Chapters provide a comfortable setting for relatives and friends of law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty.  These support groups listen to the survivors who are having problems coping with the loss of their loved one.  Survivors share their experiences and help the more recent survivors with issues they are facing.  Chapters also assist local agencies and coordinate survivor benefits for the family.

Currently, California has three chapters of COPS; northern, central, and southern.  Chapter membership is comprised of survivors of officers from nearly every agency in California.  COPS is a volunteer group of individuals who help others by organizing regular meetings so newer survivors may meet and interact with their peers.

Funding for COPS is received through tax deductible donations.  Many donations come from friends and families of officers killed in the line of duty or the fallen officer’s labor association.  Contributions received are used for operating expenses and to assist a fallen officer’s family.

The COPS Executive Board and its members are active in the state’s legislative process regarding law enforcement survivors’ benefits, victims’ rights, and legislation supportive of law enforcement’s objectives.  Survivors actively participate and render support during trials, appeal hearings, and parole hearings for murderers and assailants of law enforcement officers.

2.  Contact.  Concerns of Police Survivors, Inc., P.O. Box 3199, Camdenton, MO  65020, (573) 346-4911, fax:  (573) 346-1414.��	Northern California COPS

Ms. Toni MacDonald, President

3015 Hardies Lane

Santa Rosa, CA  95403

(707) 544-7554 Office/Fax

E-Mail:  NissanLady@aol.com�

	Central California COPS

Ms. Jeri Manning Robinson, President

2600 Brookside, #116

Bakersfield, CA  93311

(661) 665-8874

E-mail:  robinje@odex.goldenbearoil.com�

	Southern California COPS

Ms. Linda (Hintergardt) Soubirous

16608 Owl Tree Road

Riverside, CA  92504-9568 

(909) 776-9647

	(909) 776-9649 Fax

	E-Mail:  SoCalCOPS@AOL.com�

Note:  Chapter presidents stand for election annually.  Updated information can be obtained by calling National Headquarters COPS at (573) 346-4911 or �(800) 784-2677.



COPS Kids.  Ronald McDonald Children’s Charities and various other charity organizations have provided donations to fund COPS Kids.  This group was formed to provide psychological counseling to dependent children of officers killed in the line of duty in accordance by federal guidelines described on page 6-7.

�PARENTS OF MURDERED CHILDREN (POMC)

POMC is a national organization formed for the purpose of helping survivors of homicide victims.

The organization provides:

Self help groups.

Advocacy and information referrals.

Conferences and workshops.

Various written publications on grief, general information, and services offered.

2.   Parole Block Program.

Allows survivors to participate in the parole process.

POMC circulates petitions to stop parole and early release of convicted murderers.

3.   To contact:  POMC, Parents of Murdered Children, Inc., 100 East Eighth Street, Suite B-41, Cincinnati, OH  45202, (513) 721-5683.

Occasionally, the Department of Corrections will notify agencies of an upcoming parole hearing for an inmate convicted of the death of an officer.  This information should be immediately forwarded to the head of the agency. 

�VICTIM ASSISTANCE

The National Victim Center is a resource center for victim concerns.  They can be contacted at National Victim Center, 2111 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 300, Arlington, VA  22201, (703) 276-2880.��2.    Local District Attorney’s offices usually have victim assistance programs.  For information contact your local District Attorney’s office.
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