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All California Law Enforcement Agencies:

The California Peace Officers’ Association (CPOA) is pleased to provide you with the attached Line of Duty Death Management System Handbook.  This book has been developed with the assistance of the California Highway Patrol (CHP), and is being distributed, courtesy of United Parcel Service.  It provides detailed information and serves as a tool to assist management personnel of any law enforcement agency in addressing the many complex issues that arise when a peace officer is killed in the line of duty.

The material contained in this document represents the collective experience of fellow law enforcement professionals who have dealt firsthand with such a tragedy.  Topics in the handbook include detailed, yet easy to follow guidelines for: Management of the Incident, the providing of Notifications and Assistance, Funeral Planning, Death 

Benefits to surviving family members, Traditional Memorials, and available Law Enforcement Support Groups.

Also included is a computer diskette (Microsoft Word Format) containing the full text of the handbook providing the ability for you to reproduce or customize its contents to meet your agency’s specific needs.  It is recommended that every member of your management team be provided with a complete copy of this handbook and that it be made readily accessible to supervisors and other command personnel.

I sincerely hope that you will never need to use this manual.  However, should the need arise, I believe the information provided will greatly assist you and your management team in facing the tragedy of a line of duty death with confidence and professionalism, knowing you are doing everything possible to honor the memory of a fallen officer and provide for the future of the surviving family.

In closing, remember that CPOA is a strong resource available for you to utilize in the managing of a line of duty death.  We are here, not only for additional support, but to provide you with qualified, trained, law enforcement professionals to help you through the incident should you desire such assistance.  

I want to personally thank the following members of the CPOA Line of Duty Death Management System Handbook committee for their dedication, valuable input, hard work, and strong commitment to ensure the completion of this important publication.

Captain Jill Angel, California Highway Patrol, (916) 375-2160

Nancy K. Bohl, Ph.D, The Counseling Team, (909) 884-0133, ext. 234

Ms. Gail Chetcuti, Millbrae Police Department, (650) 259-2308

Chief Greg Cowart, Millbrae Police Department, (650) 259-2308

Captain Rob Dean (Retired), Millbrae Police Department, (650) 259-2308

Chief Larry Hansen, Lodi Police Department, (209) 333-6725

Mr. Ross Hutchings, Executive Director, CPOA, (916) 263-0541

Lieutenant Mike James, Orange County Sheriff’s Department, (949) 461-3541

Mr. Al LeBas, California Peace Officers’ Memorial Foundation Fund, (530) 676-3315

Sheriff/Chief Duane Lowe (Retired), Sacramento County Sheriff’s

Department/California Highway Patrol, (916) 988-4344

Ms. Toni MacDonald, Northern California (COPS) Concerns of Police Survivors,

(707) 544-7554

Chief Jim Nunn, San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department, (909) 387-3687

Captain Ed Trucco, San Mateo Police Department, (650) 522-7720 

For further information, please feel free to contact any of the above-mentioned committee members, or the CPOA office at (916) 263-0541 or visit our Website at www.cpoa.org.

Sincerely,
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HAL BARKER, President

1999-2000

A special acknowledgment is due United Parcel Service (UPS).  UPS continues to support California law enforcement in a most meaningful way.  When advised of the need to distribute this handbook to the 800 law enforcement agencies statewide, without hesitation, UPS volunteered to do so, at no cost.

